'IRAQ,
by the knowledge that the Nationalists in many quarters
regarded him as the one strong candidate able to oppose
the British nor by the fact that his propaganda was ostensibly in
favour of the Naqib into whose place he expected to fall if the
Naqib refused the honour or when his death left it vacant.
Other candidates had been mentioned. The Shaikh of
Mohammerah, whose name had been put forward in 1918-195
again announced his candidature on April 5th in a letter to
the High Commissioner. Ibn Sa'ud was also proposed, largely,
it was believed in official circles, to offset the possible success
of the sons of the Sharif of Mecca, of whom both 'Abdullah
and Faisal were freely mentioned. The Agha Khan1 and even
the Wall of Push ti-Kuh were also suggested. In some circles,
the possibility of a republic was also discussed.
Sentiment in favour of a Sharifian ruler had not been lacking
in 'Iraq at the end of the war, as the Acting Civil Commissioner
had noted in November, igi8,2 and as the plebiscite had con-
firmed.3 At that time it had been vigorously opposed by the
Acting Civil Commissioner and by those who held the same
opinions on the Arab question. His efforts to exclude and to
counter Hashimi influence, whether engendered locally or in
London, as in Colonel T. E. Lawrence's proposal to divide
Arab-Asia into four Hashimi kingdoms under British influence,4
had been negatived not only by H.M. Government but also
by the efforts of the 'Iraqis themselves. The establishment of
the Arab Government at Damascus under British aegis and
the activities of the 'Iraqi officers in Syria, in 1919 and 1920, to
induce and finally to force Great Britain to keep her promises
concerning 'Iraq, had, as already indicated5 encouraged 'Iraqi
Nationalism and, after the election of Sharif'Abdullah as King
1	For the comments of the Agha Khan on the situation in 'Iraq in 1920, see
Haldane, op. cit., pp. 4-5
2	Telegram, No. 10250, November 24th, 1918
3	Three declarations, the most secured by any candidate, had demanded a
son of the Sharif of Mecca.   See supra, p. 172.
4	Telegram, S/S for India, to Political, Baghdad, November i8th, 1918.
5	Supra, Ch. x, xiii.
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